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Introduction 
This document provides a concise description of Deliverable 4.6 “InterLex Service (Final 
version) of InterLex project. By its very nature, Deliverable 4.6 is an online software 
service that is made publicly available. 

The final version of InterLex service can be freely accessed from the InterLex Portal at 
https://interlex-portal.eu. The service includes all the three modules that were planned 
to be developed within the project framework:  

• Find Law Module (https://interlex-portal.eu/FindLaw/) – a comprehensive online 
database of EU and national legislation and case law in the domain of private 
international law (PIL) with a special focus and case law on Internet-related PIL 
issues. The Find Law Module integrates also a prototype demonstrator of a cross-
lingual search functionality; 

• Decision Support Module (https://interlex-portal.eu/DecisionSupport/) – an 
interactive expert module that offers its users a guided tour, according the 
relevant rules of legislation and case law, to determine jurisdiction and/or 
applicable law in cross-border cases that have a “foreign” element; 

• Training Module (https://interlex-portal.eu/Training/) – a set of training tools on 
private international law to be used in taught courses as well as in self-training 
of students and magistrates. 

Section 1 below presents briefly the improvements of the content and functionality 
implemented between the launch of the beta version and the final version of the InterLex 
service. Section 2 describes the publication of the source code of the InterLex modules 
and tools in the GitHub repository. 

1. Improvements Implemented in the Final Version of the 
InterLex Service 

Within the three-month period after the launch of the beta version of the InterLex 
service a number of improvements in the content and functionality of the three modules 
of the service as well as some bug fixes have been implemented by InterLex partners.  

Below we list the major improvements within the above-mentioned period for each of 
the three modules included in the InterLex service.  

1.1. Find Law Module 
1) Extension of the coverage of the international treaties collection 

The collection of international agreements and treaties in the area of private 
international law (PIL) related to civil and commercial matters was significantly 
extended. The InterLex partners added another 36 multilateral PIL instruments to the 11 
international agreements included in folder “International treaties” of the module, thus 
the collection now has a total of 47 acts. All these instruments are available in English 
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and 40 of them in Bulgarian as well. In addition, the structuring and visual representation 
of the text of the international treaties were considerably improved in the final version 
of the Find Law Module. 

2) Provision of new summarised court decisions 

Along with the automated enrichment of the PIL cases sourced from the JURE database, 
InterLex partners selected and summarised a number new Internet-related PIL cases. For 
instance, three key judgments of the EU’s Court of Justice were summarised by the 
coordinator UNIBO.  

 
Figure 1: Case C-464/18 of the Court of Justice in the InterLex Find Law Module 

Another 4 decisions of Bulgarian courts were added between the release of the beta and 
the final version of the Find Law Module, so that the Bulgarian collection of Internet-
related PIL cases now numbers a total of 16 documents. 

3) Enrichment of section “Expert materials” with new documents 

Section “Expert materials” was enriched with further documents in the reported period 
between the launch of the beta and final version of the Find Law Module. For instance, 
in folder “Training Materials and Guidelines” were included the so-called citizen’s guides 
published on the e-Justice portal: “Citizens' guide to cross-border civil litigation in the 
European Union”, “A citizen’s guide: how EU rules simplify international inheritances” 
and “Debt recovery made easier in EU cross-border cases”. The new 2018 edition of the 
compendium of European Union legislation on judicial cooperation in civil and 
commercial matters was added to folder “Books and studies”, and the research article of 
Ana Alba Betancourt “Cross-Border Patent Disputes: Unified Patent Court or 
International Commercial Arbitration?” was included in folder “Articles”. 

Finally, after the elaboration of Deliverable 2.2 “National reports”, all reports produced 
by the InterLex partners based on the information on national legislation and case law 
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gathered in the framework of the desk research activities in Work package 2 were 
published in a separate folder in section “Expert materials”. 

 
Figure 2: A list of InterLex National Reports in section “Expert materials” of the Find Law Module 

The text of the each report is supplied with links to the cited national court decisions 
and cases of the EU’s Court of Justice in the Find Law Module as well as to the referred 
provisions of the EU’s PIL regulations (see Figure 3 below). 

 
Figure 3: The text of the national report for Austria with links to the cited legal documents 

4) Introduction of English-Italian translations into the Prototype demonstrator of a 
cross-lingual search functionality 

At the end of the three-month period between the launch of the beta and the final version 
of the Find Law Module, English-Italian translations were introduced to complement the 
cross-lingual search functionality of the so-called Prototype demonstrator. Thus, the tool 
now supports all six language pairs of the cross-lingual search functionality in Bulgarian, 
Italian and English: Bulgarian <=> Italian, Bulgarian <=> English and English <=> Italian. 
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1.2. Decision Support Module 
1) Inclusion of “national branches” to the scenarios for determining applicable law 

The InterLex partners included several “national branches” to the combined scenario for 
determining both jurisdiction and applicable law as well as the separate scenario for 
determining applicable law only. These branches cover, in particular, situations where 
national PIL rules shall determine the applicable law. More specifically, the Decision 
Support Module covers the application of Bulgarian PIL rules in cases concerning:  

• validity of the constitution, nullity or the dissolution of companies or other legal 
persons or associations of natural or legal persons, or validity of the decisions of 
their organs; 

• validity of entries in public registers; 
• rights in rem in immovable property; 
• torts arising out of violations of privacy and rights relating to personality; 
• torts which relate to the status of legal persons. 

 

 

 
 
 

Figure 4: Application of Bulgarian PIL rules in a case related to rights in rem in immovable property 

2) Introduction of a “Case report” feature 

The functionality of the Decision Support Module was extended with the so-called “Case 
report” feature. This feature offers users the option to produce and export in PDF or RTF 
file a text report about the case they brought and tried to solve with the support of the 
Module. The report consists of a sequential listing of the questions asked by the system 
and the corresponding answers of the user, and ends with a conclusion on the 
determined jurisdiction or applicable law as well as the relevant legal basis. 
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Figure 5: The “Case report” feature and view of the 
exported text of the report in PDF format 

1.3. Training Module 
1) Introduction of a training course with PIL test cases 

A new training course with PIL test cases has been added to the Training Module. It is 
envisaged that it will be used by assistant professors in private international law in 
conducting exercises with students from the Faculty of Law of the Sofia University “St. 
Kliment Ohridski”. The course consists of 12 test cases written in Bulgarian language 
describing real-life cross-border cases where EU’s PIL rules in civil and commercial 
matters have to be applied.  

 

 

Figure 6: View of the training course with 12 PIL test cases in Bulgarian 
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Depending on the specific training task, the students will be asked to solve the cases by 
using or without using the support ensured by the Decision Support Module of the 
InterLex service. 

2) Introduction of a reading course with the InterLex national reports 

In addition to the publication in the Find Law Module, the InterLex reports on the 
national application of Internet-related private international law were included in the 
Training Module in the form of a reading course. The text of the reports is reproduced 
in PDF format with identified links to the cited EU and national legal instruments and 
court decisions in Find Law Module or in EUR-Lex. 

 
Figure 7: View of the reading course with the InterLex national reports and the text of the Italian 
report in PDF format 

2. Source Code of the InterLex Software Components 
The InterLex Service is composed of several software modules and tools. The source code 
of the following software components was made publicly available as open-source 
software (OSS) by InterLex partners: 

• InterLex Portal 
• Find Law Module 
• Decision Support Module 
• InterLex Crawler Tools 
• InterLex Editor Tool. 

The source code of the above listed InterLex software components is published on 
GitHub at https://github.com/apis-bulgaria/InterLex-Project/ under the European 
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Union Public Licence (EUPL, v. 1.1)1. The software was developed by Apis Europa, the 
Bulgarian member of InterLex consortium, as part of the project activities in Work 
package 4.  

The third main module of the InterLex service – the Training Module – is a third-party 
software, which is also available as OSS under the General Public License (GNU), 
version 22. The Training Module is just a customization for the needs of the InterLex 
project of the forma.lms open-source learning management system developed and 
maintained by Forma Association3. 

 

 
1 The “European Union Public Licence” (EUPL) is the first European Free/Open Source Software licence 
created on the initiative of the European Commission. Its text is approved by the European Commission in 
22 official languages of the EU and published on the Joinup platform: 
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/eupl/eupl-text-11-12. 
2  https://www.gnu.org/licenses/old-licenses/gpl-2.0.html 
3  https://www.formalms.org/ 


